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15 Inforvation Medias
v.- ZWolcg of America?s

(1) Ths "Woice of Arerica® could be hanrd’Fonly on a power-
ful American radic set capable of picking up short-uave hroad-
casts, This eliminates from the "Voice of America® sudience the
average Russian, who, imagining he owus a redio sat, possesses in
reality only an earphone or loudspeaker connacted to a ocentral
govérment~controlled Lroadessting syotem, Short-vave redio sats
is Ruseia are owned only by successful professional people, rank-
ing govermment offieials, and black marketeera. It follous, how-
over, that, although the audience for the "Voige of Averica " is
szall, ite influence is out of proportion to its aize. -

() Jorttioised only the occasional talks on American demccracy.
These » couched in very genersl terms, took mo account of Rus-
alan ignorence of American democracy and hence ware easily distoried

Yy Soviet propagndists. Specifically, | lan article hy
Iya Bxrenturg in which Ehren mdo’n telling oriti-
oism of such a broadeast. most Scviet

citizens with mdicu consider thorgalves fully informed on Amsrican

Gemocrecy through Soviet broadcasts; their greatost interect is in

» CHANGE in Class. [] concrete and homoly aspects of 1ife in the United States. Russians
: stened umly%ﬁo a talk describing American subeti-
_ass. CTJANGED TO: TS S tion of iabtor-savinmg devices for servants.
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b.

fneriks

(1) The effoctivoness of ths regazine Apgpiks s out of all propor-
tion to ite circulation of 50,000 copies per month. Each coyy,
paased from hand to hamd, is read with unbelievable intoreat.

[ [the ragsing could he sold on the
black mrkot for fifty rublos a copy, or ten domra ot the then
of'f$oinl ratu of axchangs.

(2) Bvery detail about Anorjln arcuses outspoken edmiration ~ not
only the contents wt also the form:t, the quality of the paper
stook, and the colored 1llnstrations. | ]
| lan Anorﬂ.onn:bnmgt tho 1atest ooy of
Amprdin to the hospital, where readingm matter was noither avall-
able nor suthoriged. Accidentally seen Yy anotlar ratient, the
mammeing immadiately became the object of visite from dozons of
patients, murses, dootora, and hospital employees. hen attend
onts antered or left tho room, they would invariably go over and
stroks the mamasine, aimnly as if enjoyinc the rich sroothness of
the pepor.

(3) Russians are captivated most imtensely by the thriller stories
appeering in Anexdig, sud tho inclunasion of crime stories has
added to the altosethor incredible appeal of the magasine.

Exoe Jazimt and Curroncy:

8.

b.

Exoe llagkets Although products when pormitted to be sold on the Soviet
froe market? were controllod only by supply and derand, certeln items
were not rermitted on the frae market at all, This did not rrevent e
lively trade In the prohibitod articlss; and ration cards, im particu~
lar, wre dought =nd gold in avbstantial quantitics. Bocause of the
prohicditive rrice in rublos, rnny goods were bartered rathor than sold.

t DBacauso of tho aextreme difficultiesencouniored by @ Sovicd
citigen in attenyting to dispose of foreimn currcnqy avd the Draconian

‘moasures taksn agiinst violators of currency remulations, there is com=

parativaly 1ittle trade iIn foreim currency. Thia maez it all the mowe
difficult for forvimmors who aro nst rombors of the diplomatisc service to
exigt in Russis. Untd) 1947, neus corzespondonts vere granted tho diplo-
mtic exchange rate of twelve rublss to tha doller and could pey for thoir
oable dispatches at that rate, From 1947 on , correspondontz were roquired
to maintain 2 deponit of gufficient rubles converted at the gfficial rato
to cover the cost of their eables. By thaip move,the cable bill of a cor-
respondent forrorly averasing ‘51,00 vac junred to an averame of 3960.

Gontaote vith Forelcaara:

a.

b,

Jowmallistic Contactes Newapapor moan, exespt corraspondents of Comwmnigt
nawspapera, are on the black 1list of Soviet authorities, and thelr troubles

grou progregsively worss, A journalist who, durin~ and just after the wer,
wvas in frequont friendly contact with such Soviet writers as Ehn.nhn'g andi
Tolatoy mow finds it alnosi imposeible to naintain even minimm contacte.
Thooe vith whom he used to e on friendly terma no longer core to his houss,
and confine thensslves to formal politenssa vhen umvoida‘-»ﬂy thrown int.
contacst witih hin,

mn&unmm | |the mmber of Sovist persons
considered absolitely loyal to ba extromely small and Ijltm

government darssz not risk oontsmination or itg staff Ly exposing 1t to
westerners. This is not a ratter of prineiple, tut a prectical considare-
tion dioctated Yy fear that rroximity of westorn oitizens to Soviet nationals
mioht undermine thc loyally of tho lattar.
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i Confoppdty npd Desinapdatleons

e. The I¥D exd tha rzreseden.of Digaffostion: | |rocont
%st s«;;n;:m & ﬁimffﬂoﬁﬁ—goﬂet cltivens (Kravehenko's I _Ghoso
Irgefgs; termine® Ope Hho Survived) give a partially wwoug Inpreafon
of all-porvulin: mmiseicnco and offlailoncy on the part of ths IND,
The unrelontine vigilanec of the 1 VD | affeoss
chiafly the urper crust of officialo und ovecutives, Teaving the
1ittle pronle wor: or less unawnre of iis visilanos, rvihlessnsss, and
activities, 7he thirdedegreo methods cocribed to the MWD wuld leave
the avorisa Noviat oibilgen ineredulous or amused, causs tho orer-
whelming najordty of the psople have no contact with ths 170. Havor-
tholesa, tho fernr »f atiracting unfavorable offieinl ettontion ia even
atrongar than in lnrd Germany. dr TAryon® Geiman oovrooed to tte Hawzd
regime could exdet undor Hitlar as lony as he did ot dleplay crn
hoetdility, mubk in ‘ho USOR it wouldd bo Imwosaiblo., Any suopicien of
antasonim o the Corzmnist Party, or oven of uonconformity with cui~
ront tirands, deomz one to 3wift, sure ronelsals, [ %m0 omne
ample of an imrcriant orohestra conduclor im Vegeow, an old Tricrd of
Sarael Xoussevita'g, The lattor] |

agkad thatr o 2ift of cornplote ~wonin~ dress e Loken 32 Lils
collearin thara, |

| Anaziingly, the comiluctor bapged that
1% be %alen back, nlthou~a deoply touch| |
[ and aditin: 2t would be a very mINable aadlvlon to hig yro-
facolomal unrdrehs. e confomucd that for any musician to idertify
hiegalf with Aserican clothes would at onc: incure the mavosh »lokr.

b, Yobhins: Althouch come citizens ray be quits asincers in thoir loyalty
to the rosgime, ths alwoet umaninmis vobss caat in favor of Siridn and
other manbars of the govarament are ns proof. &gthing other than a
unanimous vots muld Lo oud of the guastion. Thore are, in the lirst
plagae, no conpetin~ candidatos, and the moat the voter oould do ingide
the voting hooth wudd be to cross oui a nams or to tear tho ballot to
invalidate it. 3Sacondly, the voter would £ind it inposcible to gtay
away fron the pollo unobbrusively. Uhothor living in a city or 2 villngs,
overorowiing makes privacy out of the quesiioh. Votiny rrezincta are vory
small; and, oince othsr votors from the precinct -wuld fear the xesults of
lecs than 1007 xepresentaticn st the polls, thay would notice and roport
any abotention from votinm, Thuc, tho universal pressure of fear, and
not loyalty, nccounts for the charscieristic absence of disscent in USSR

voting.
o. Copfopmity An Ari: ‘

(1) In such an airosyphars of reprssadon, craativo artistic prodictisna
aro doomsd 4o nediocrity, Stars performances in Mozeow
are technically supsrior to those in Amerieca. Coclurmdn-,
sconoyy, arxd rroduction aves fins Uy any standards. The contert of
the vroductiorns. howsvor, beine manired %o reflest Soviet ideolovy.
10 geathetically valualess. ’

(€] The trend io espocially ayparent in literature, & field ror wiicn
studenss are selected fox their arvicolstevsss eniy. Creniive
imasination or derth of thourht ers not assetss with ideas vad

1losonhy insnired by hisher autharities, all that 1s roquired
S & runaing pen. This does not mean sach writer ig prosentod in
advanco vith an outline of his nmext book, but in rractice the
vriters !mlow or senss whac is required and thay conform.
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5.  Adpiniatritive Inegiiglencys

Q.

e,

b,

d.

Boplovpent »
(1) The oxperionces lare tyrical. Ones, having taught

achool on a collestive farm for some time,[_ | promised .

an agoirment to a Moscow univoraity. Instead of tha Univer-

8ty nopimmment, a "termporary” assisnment in a oity in Siboria
mtorialised. “hen this Job lasted indefinitely decpito all rleas,
[_____Juont without permission %o Moscow and confronted the authori-

tien there. Although this w=s a direct bratch of discipline, there
was no action ta! [pocanse of aheer adniniatrativo
inefficioncy,

(2) [ rerticularly inpressed, in 1946 and 1947, with the way
in vhich overall inefficiency drained sveryone'e ambition. Hishor
positions and advaneement wara shumned, not beeauss of rish of
involvemont wvith the VD tut bocruse universal inefficicney could
fragtrateo the bost-laid plans and doom the planuor, ZIntorrrising
and imaginntivo parsona, knowing they would be unavoidably Torced
to faSlura, diseourgaonent; andevertual derotion, rrofarred to
vogetate in obscure rositiona.

fogvital Conditianat | | denioratia
bos~ital conditions. Deapite ri~id rules on storilisation, for ex~
arple, curmeona were foroed to immerso thoir hands in fodins Por lack
of ale o 2ol or usuel anticeptics, Judndng fron this ani fron the oxe
tromely hish rrice of alcoholdie drinks on the fme rarist, alco hol
st bo in vory short mupply. Patients, on admizasion to hoapitala,are
divazted of all olothing and loft naled in tho drogaing rooms. he
littlo clothing they ame finally issued 15 90 tatiored that it isaves
thoir nakedness oesuntialily unchangod.,

Batorloxation of Hougings | |azsrepair or nany
apartrent houses built only tem years awo, Buildinms new in the 1930's
were, sithor thiwush lack of direct personal intersat or bocause of
penoral inafficienoy, all uupainted and in urpent noad of remirs.
Staircases wore dilapitated to the roint of danger.

g_gm_ﬂmx Althouth official working hours for movormmeni officials
not axoczed oirhi, hicher axecutives dll work only durdng who nisnt
hours. This forces the underlinse to work not only thejir ow daylicut
shift Imt also the nignt shift alon~ with the bogsas.,” *‘he hi-wer exscu~
tives take thair ova 1a this gherration from tho leadors of the Mozine,
and tho tragie coredy re ults in thousands workin~g all dav and rost of
the ni-ht baeaume of th: whin of a hondful,
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